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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1 . Claim 2 is objected to because of the following informalities: Claim 2 is written in 
such a way that it is dependent on its own. This does not make sense at all. If it was 
meant to be dependent on claim 1 , appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claim 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Ono et al. 
US 6,373,799 B1 (Ono hereinafter). 

Regarding claim 1, Ono teaches an information carrier (1, Fig. 5A) on which a clamping 
area (clamping area 5, Fig. 5A) and an information area (2, Fig. 5A) are defined, said 
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information carrier being provided with a metal layer (the recording medium which is 
generally formed of a metallic film, col 7 line 55), an integrated circuit (3, Fig. 5A), and 
an antenna connected to the integrated circuit, which antenna is positioned in a region 
between the clamping area and the information area of the information carrier (10, Fig 
5A), that the region between the clamping area and the information area is at least 
partly free from the metal layer (a recessed section is formed in one plastic sheet on its 
sticking side, the IC chip and electromagnetic coupling means are put in the recessed 
section, col 10 line 40). 

Regarding claim 2, Ono further teaches an information carrier characterized in that the 
metal layer in the region between the clamping area and the information area is 
provided with at least one recess over the entire width of said region (a recessed 
section is formed in one plastic sheet on its sticking side, the IC chip and 
electromagnetic coupling means are put in the recessed section, col 10 line 40). 
Regarding claim 3, Ono further teaches a system comprising an information carrier (1, 
Fig. 5A) on which a clamping area (5, Fig. 5A) and an information area (2, Fig.5A) are 
defined, said information carrier being provided with a metal layer (the recording 
medium which is generally formed of a metallic film, col 7 line 55), an integrated circuit 
(3, Fig. 5A), and an antenna connected to the integrated circuit, which antenna is 
positioned in a region between the clamping area and the information area of the 
information carrier(10, Fig.5A); and comprising a device provided with communication 
means for establishing an electromagnetic coupling (for the communication of control 
information between the optical disk and the recording/reproduction apparatus, another 
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electromagnetic coupling means, i.e., a transmitter-receiver means 1 1 , such as an 
antenna is built in the IC chip, col 6 lines 8-12) with the antenna on the information 
carrier, characterized in that the region between the clamping area and the information 
area is at least partly free from the metal layer (a recessed section is formed in one 
plastic sheet on its sticking side, the IC chip and electromagnetic coupling means are 
put in the recessed section, col 10 line 40). 

Regarding claim 4, Ono further teaches a method of manufacturing an information 
carrier (1 , Fig. 5A), comprising the following steps: manufacturing a synthetic resin 
molded product (the electromagnetic coupling means are put in a recessed section 8 
which is formed on the side of plastic sheet opposite to the sticking side, and these 
members are glued with resin, col 10 lines 55-59) for the information carrier; defining an 
information area (2, Fig.5A) and a clamping area (5, Fig. 5A); and providing at least one 
metal layer on the synthetic resin molded product (the recording medium which is 
generally formed of a metallic film, col 7 line 55), characterized in that the method 
further comprises the following step: applying an inner mask extending up to the 
information area, such that the region between the clamping area and the information 
area remains at least partly free from a metal layer (a recessed section is formed in one 
plastic sheet on its sticking side, the IC chip and electromagnetic coupling means are 
put in the recessed section, col 10 line 40). 
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Contact 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Henok G. Heyi whose telephone number is (571 ) 270- 
1816. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday 8:30 to 6:00 EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hoa Nguyen can be reached on (571 ) 272-7579. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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